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Learning English can be fun! The English Department has run ~ *; @ | i - Ory to our C'SS'

different interesting activities to arouse students' interest in = ; E f? 1
learning English outside classrooms. il
Step outside and embark on a language-learning journey that
knows no boundaries! Are you ready to join this journey?

o leted'the'Ad eture f sael‘.
If you enjoy performing on stage with a large group of friends, Just completedithe Adv |

choral speaking is definitely your choice! This year, we have two choral speaking teams taking part in the 75th
Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival.
Let's take a look at how some leading characters feel in this English learning experience!

F.3 and F.4 Team

3C Yannes Yam - ISABEL

| was very happy that | could participate in choral speaking. It was an unforgettable experience. This was my first
time to participate in choral speaking, and | had never been exposed to it before. Driven by my curiosity, | joined
the team as a result. When | first received the poem, | was afraid that | would affect the performance of the group.
After numerous practices, | began to feel a sense of success, and my recitation of the poetry became more and
more fluent. | was even selected by Miss Chan as the main character, Isabel. | felt grateful to have met such
good team members and teachers. The most unforgettable thing about this experience for me is not the moment
when we went onto the stage during the competition, but the process everyone devoted a lot in.

F.2C Team

2C Terry Sin - KENNETH

This activity meant so much to me because it was the first time for me to participate in an English recitation

competition, and | was assigned to be the main character. | was nervous about playing this role. But Miss Chan

always encouraged me and recited poems with us. When | had a gesture that | didn’t know how to do well, she

would demonstrate it for me so that | could understand better. When | wanted to give up, Miss Chan always
~ cheered me and said “You can do it!" Her support gave me great confidence.

2C Venus Yeung - BUILDER

In the competition. | needed to memorise all the words and the actions, especially for my part when | needed
to announce my helplessness as a builder. | needed to speak loudly and use the prop hammer to pretend to
hit ‘Kenneth’. In the beginning, | was hesitant and afraid to do that. However, | found that it was not as difficult
as | thought. Finally, we also did a good job. | think this English choral speaking competition is one of the most
meaningful experiences in my secondary two.




Inter-schooll Mock: Triali Competition, /)| .

This year, four English Ambassadors from S4 joined the Inter-school Mock Trial
Competition. The competition enabled them to simulate roles of lawyers. From drafting

[ ]

a closing submission to examining witnesses and defendants, the seven young minds
demonstrated their utmost humbleness to learn from the legal tutors. They also persisted to work hard for the

competition in the midst of the exam period.

Dear LWSers, time to soar! Believe in yourself and unleash your potential!

4D Sam Li - Examination-in-Chief (E.1.C.)

As the examination-in-chief, | had to be the first one to speak up for
my client and inquire the defendants as detailed as possible. As | had
no experience of mooting before, | felt confused at the beginning.
Luckily, our tutors, teachers and my teammates helped me a lot during
the preparation of the details of the case. During the first round, we
matched against a prestigious local school. At first, | spoke nervously

to our witness. However, thanks to my teammates’ encouragement
and multiple training afterwards, | made up lost ground quickly. Finally,
we entered the next match against an international school. From the
competition, | have learnt a lot about the roles of lawyers. Moreover, |
have built my confidence and team spirit.

4D Isla Lau - Cross-Examination

We competed with a prestigious school in the first round. Since this was
the first time for us to join this kind of competition, we were extremely
anxious. When | stepped into the courtroom, | was shocked by the
judge’s vibes which made me startled and worried if we could succeed.
Fortunately, our hard work paid off. We made it to the second round.
However, we didn’t have time for celebration. As soon as the case file
was published, we continued searching for information, simulating the
scenario and writing scripts. Joining such a challenging competition
while maintaining my studies wasn't easy. This was a strenuous but
also a valuable experience to train my critical thinking, improvisation
and English speaking skills. So, if Miss Chan calls for participation in
a mooting competition next year, | would definitely recommend you to
seize this opportunity to discover new techniques and hobbies!
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Expressinglour warmest gratitudettoiour legal tutors
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\/-V;_rking hard till the last: mlnuEel,
trying our best to prepare for

unpredicatéﬁle-situa@ls

As a F.4 student, the mooting competition was quite challenging.
! Although the three inquisitorial roles were equally important, my |
closing may directly affect the judge’s impression on us because :
| was supposed to highlight the essential arguments constructed
! through the E.I.C and cross-examination. Therefore, | was |
very worried. Thankfully, the tutors were really helpful and my '
teammates were supportive. Although | messed up the closing
| submission in the first round, they didn't blame me. Instead, they
cheered me up. Eventually, | did much better in round two.

For me, this was an unforgettable experience. We seldom have |
the chance to experience being a lawyer. The most important part
i is, | have learnt what teamwork is. Without my teammates and
tutors, | wouldn't be able to improve my closing submission. Alone
we can do so little, together we can do so much. Teamwork makes g
| dream work.

g"4C Wu Kiu Long - Backup ‘
When we were preparing for the competition, we had a few zoom
meetings with the tutors. During the meetings, we discussed
different possibilities of how the case happened and we thought
' of how to question the defendants and the plaintiffs like thinking |
' of how the sound bar fell from the wall and how it hit the victim. |
5{I’his was a remarkable experience in my secondary school life. ;

Being chosen to join the mooting competition is definitely a
' novel experience to me. It is similar to a debate competition |
but we also need to apply legal principles. My teammates and |
were looking forward to this event. We're up for the challenge.

In the competition, | was in charge of the cross-examination.
I had to find loopholes in the witnesses’ testimonies instantly.
- This was the biggest challenge | had ever faced. However, | |
! tried my best not to be nervous in the courtroom. | was glad to !
see all of us working hard for the competition. |
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journey from preparing to throwing the party!

The activity was solely organised by four of our
English ambassadors, Miffy To, Alicia Tong,
Ruby Soo and Amy Chow. Everything is difficult
before becoming easy. Let's read about their

Miss]i*eung awardingfstudents
Christmas song to her

I’'m glad to have taken part in the Christmas
activity. However, preparing for a Christmas activity
isn’t an easy thing. We had to think about the plan
and do some research. In addition, my teammates
also helped to design the cover page of our activity
worksheet and wrote a script for the promotion.
Although we were busy with both schoolwork and
the plan, we were grateful to have this precious
opportunity to bring a plan to life. As such, this will
be one of my greatest experiences in S3.

3D'Amy Chow - the Reindeer:

,
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Promoting our activity In appealing cos

I'm thrilled and honoured to have participated in this year's
Christmas activity. To maximise the participation rate, | went
to different floors and spread this festive message to every
student. Their support is definitely a recognition of our efforts!

3D Ruby Soo - the Snowman: .
| could really feel the strong Christmas atmosphere in my

school, particularly when | am actually one of the creators
this time. Inviting Mr David to join us is the most unforgettable
experience because he was willing to wear the Christmas EIf

costume to bring us a more vivid Christmas vibe.

Throughout the preparation, my friends and | always help one another. This was my first time going up on stage
and role-playing in front of the whole school. | started off shyly but | gained lots of support from my friends. We
worked towards the same goal, just like realising the motto “YES! WE CAN!” So we did a GREAT JOB in the
end! Moreover, I'm so grateful to see everyone’s radiant smile when | was helping at the English cafe.

’o‘
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On 8 December 2023, the LAC team collaborated with the English Cafe and organised the biggest event
ever - English Fun Day, involving different capable students to create an extensive English environment
across all forms. To foster the habit of spelling in junior forms, the LAC team set up multiple booths
to challenge students’ spelling skills for various subjects, ranging from arts to science. Meanwhile,
the English Cafe continued to offer a range of interactive activities which were themed on chocolate.
Missions included pictionary, kahooting about Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, reading aloud and
40-second sharing. The activities were designed to foster students to apply English in daily situations.
Upon completion of the tasks and missions, students could redeem a cup of hot chocolate.

6A Anson Hui - Student helper

It is an honour for me to help on the English Fun
Day. Honestly, | thought there would only be a few
people, especially if it was held on the ground floor
while the wind was howling. It turned out to be a
great success, thanks to the promotion by English
Ambassadors and the assistance of all other student
helpers. | was assigned with the most irresistible
position - HOT CHOCOLATE DISPENSER. The
cocoa smell was definitely tempting. The stream
of people lining up for the cocoa redemption was
totally beyond my imagination, and it was great
to see our fellow students so passionate about
taking part in the English Fun Day. If the event is
conducted next year, | will come back for sure.

6A Vienna Lee - Student helper

Everyone was very involved in the activities of
the English Fun Day, even the students who
were not very good at English tried their best.
More importantly, one of the gimmicks of this
year is to collect 16 tailor-made stickers from
different English teachers. The atmosphere was
very forthcoming to students with various English
proficiencies, encouraging them to communicate
with the teachers and play games in English.
As a helper, | feel greatly empowered because
| managed to instruct and provide directions to

English Ambassadors helpinglaiithel
pictionary desk and the chocglate
“a redemption counter

e "S ¥ _ b students who came. In other words, | was learning
St”d‘i'!tgfhiﬁing up;sfor the English through helping the junior form students.
spelling'ch o

SR &
allenges



Studenty Good Writings:

2C Leung Paak Yu, Ernest
The monologue of a Bryde’s whale

| got lost with my family. | tried all my best to swim and wanted
to find my mother. | saw lights and | just swam toward it without
hesitation.

| had no idea where | was going but just starving. | opened my
mouth to get some food and | found some people on the boats, all
taking the strange small metal pads on hand and kept focusing on
me. | felt so scared but | had to feed my stomach first.

Day after day, | found that no matter how long | swam, | was still
in this small area. | didn'’t like to be here, where it was teemed with
plastic wastes, fishnets and oil. These all made me sick. Lots of
party yachts, speed boats and thrill-seeking sightseers hovering
around made me so stressed and unpleasant. Mommy, where are
you? How can | find you? | miss you so much!

When | was just thinking about my family, suddenly, something

5A Lam Ka Man, Cathy

Child Poverty

In 2014, it was reported that more than 1.2 billion people in the
world still live in extreme poverty, and many of these families have
children. It seems that child poverty is a serious problem that
affects many children in our society. The most obvious impact is
on their academic performance because these children face many
difficulties that make it hard for them to succeed academically. This
is a discussion topic that attracts worldwide attention. In this essay,
| would like to discuss the causes of this problem and suggest what
the government and the schools can do to combat this problem.

There are several causes of why children who face poverty
usually have poor academic performance in school. First, one
of the problems that children face in poverty is that they do not
have enough money to gain more educational opportunities. For
example, they are unable to attend cram schools and buy some
extra exercises because they don’'t have enough money. As a result,
poor children can’t get more extra knowledge from these resources.
This leads to the result that poor children generally perform worse
academically in school. How can we solve this problem? In my
opinion, the government should provide subsidies to low-income
families. The subsidies are useful to minimize their burden to buy
textbooks and school uniforms. It can help them to save some
money to buy some extra exercise books and attend the cram
schools to gain more extra knowledge. Also, the subsidies can let
them have equal learning opportunities as children from normal
families. Since the educational resources are expensive, after getting
the subsidies, the children from low-income families can attend the
tutorial classes and buy more educational resources. In addition, in
this era of technology, most learning modes have been converted
to electronic learning. Thus, if the government provides subsidies
to them, they can use the subsidies to buy iPads or computers for
e-learning. So, their learning process will not be different from those
of normal families, and they will get the fairest learning opportunities,
and they will improve their academic performance at school. In
conclusion, the government should provide subsidies to low-income
families in order to help them to afford a lot of expenses.

Second, the next problem that children in poverty face is that they

fin! | could not see how big the wound was
but could just tell myself to swim as fast as |
could, to escape from this place. | swam and | =

struggled. | tried to get rid of this terrible place )
but | failed...

crashed into me and | felt so painful on my ’// Q \\‘

| didn’t know how long | had been hanging
over here, but so many ‘haphazard whale- \\ 2
watching tours’ and busy marine traffic nearby

really made me exhausted. | found that there was a very fast boat
coming rapidly and | was unable to read. Oh, my back! Oh, it really
hurt! No matter how painful my back was, | just told myself to keep
swimming. | really wanted to leave here.

| saw my grandparents when | opened my eyes again. They all had
shining lights around. What was surrounding us was the beautiful
peaceful ocean. | felt so calm and easy and | could no longer feel
the pain. Perhaps, it was my grandparents who ‘healed’ me. | know,
| am now with them forever. | know, we have reunited.

usually feel stressed and sad, which affects
their academic performance. For example,
low-income families may face financial
pressure that may make children need to
find part-time jobs to bring home the bacon.
Therefore, the children may not be able to
focus on their studies because they are tired
after work, causing them to feel a lot of stress
and it affects their academic performance at
school. Also, poor children may have low self-esteem because of
poverty. They may feel being isolated at school, which can lead to
emotional distress and it also affects their academic performance.
From my perspective, schools should provide free tutoring programs
to poor children at school. Since they may have to spend time on
their studies and part-time job at the same time, it causes their
grades to be poor. If schools can provide free tuition classes which
provide additional support and tutoring, it will definitely help the
students to bridge any learning gaps they may have at school. For
example, schools can organise study groups, group tutoring or one-
on-one tutoring for them. Also, schools can provide extra educational
resources to poor children. These resources can increase the poor
children’s learning opportunities, minimize educational gaps, and
enable them to succeed academically. Students can attend these
classes during lunchtime or leisure time, which can reduce their
study pressure and improve their academic performance. At the
same time, schools can also provide psychological counselling, and
teachers can also give them more academic support. In this way,
their learning performance will be better. In conclusion, schools
should provide free tutoring programs and special concern to poor
children in order to help them to have more opportunities to improve
their grades.

To summarize, there are various causes which explain why low-
income families’ children usually have poor academic performance
at school. But by providing subsidies and free tutoring, children
can also get by equal opportunities to study as those from normal
families. It seems that if we are to solve this problem, we need to
combine the efforts of the government and schools to let students
know there is always a silver lining. Therefore, we need to seize the
opportunity to help the children who are in poverty and face poor
academic performance in school.
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